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The contents of this hook constitutes a thesis for the M.l). 
decree submitted to the University of Kdinburgh. Its chief interest 
and value concerns observations on a ease with an artificial anus 
in the ceetun S centimeters long, through which the ileocecal valve 
could he seen from time to time and carefully studied. The litera¬ 
ture of the subject is reviewed, the valve studied in the dog and in 
thirty-two human specimens hardened in formalin. An excellent 
half-tone photographic illustration of each of the thirty-two human 
specimens is presented, the other illustrations also being good. 
It is interesting to learn that in addition to preventing regurgitation 
of feces from tlie large into the small bowel, the ileocecal valve has a 
sphincter action like that of the pylorus and internal anal sphincter 
to regulate the llotv of semifluid feces from the small to the large 
bowel. Of more practical interest is the probability that enemata 
act not only as a foreign body, but as a stimulus to the peristalsis 
not only of the large intestine but also of the small intestine. The 

book is a valuable contribution to the literature. T. 'I'. T. 


Local and Hkgional Anesthesia, liy Caiuioi.i. W. Allen, 
IW.l)., Instructor in Clinical Surgery in Tulane University, 
l’p. 025; 250 illustrations. Philadelphia and London; W. IS. 
Saunders Company, 1914. 

The ever enlarging field which is the subject of this volume is 
here treated in a thorough and efficient manner. Not only has the 
author given his readers a clear conception of the methods "by which 
local analgesia may lie obtained, but he has given them as well, 
in the first part of the book, an excellent summary of our knowledge 
of the character, uses, and relative value of the various substances 
which have been introduced from time to time for the purpose of 
producing anesthesia in limited areas of the body. Not the least 
valuable section of this portion of the book is that which deals 
with the relative toxicity of anesthetizing agents. 

The greater part of the book deals with the methods of securing 
anesthesia in different parts of the body. The location of the nerve 
carrying sensory impulses is described in great detail, together with 
the method of reaching them with the anesthetizing needle. The 
descriptions are of a character which should enable the average 
surgeon to perform the operations in question with but little difli- 
culty, provided he has the requisite gentleness and is willing to 
pay attention to detail. 
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Spinal analgesia and epidural injeetioiis of anesthetic agents are 
described, blit receive less attention than does the use of peripheral 
injections; the comparatively recently introduced and as yet little 
used paravertebral anesthesia likewise receives brief consideration. 
For use in the spinal canal the author seems to favor the use of 
solutions of high specific gravity as being more easily controlled 
and more reliable in their movements within the canal than those 
of lower concentration than the cerebrospinal lluid; glucose is 
recommended as the means of securing this condition. 

While many procedures are described which would probably 
not he used except by men who have had special experience in 
this kind of work, the general tone of the work is one of conservatism, 
and caution is given against attempting certain operations under 
the influence of a local anesthetic, as those for extensive malignant 
disease. 

It has evidently been the author’s intention to write a book which 
would serve as a reference volume rather than a hand-book of 
condensed information. In this effort he may have erred ill the way 
of quoting too extensively from his sources of information (experi¬ 
mental investigations, etc.) instead of merely summarizing and 
giving his conclusions and individual opinions; those of his readers 
who are in search of ready information, and are content to trust the 
judgment of one with special experience rather than to make their 
own deductions, would have appreciated the addition of such 
summaries in certain instances. \ et when a sufficiently compre¬ 
hensive view is taken of the work all doubt as to the author's 
position on the majority of these subjects disappears. S. W. M. 
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202; 22 illustrations. New York: Itebman Company. 

The field for local anesthesia has been greatly widened in recent 
years and the contributions on the subject have been numerous 
and valuable. Only recently has it begun to appear in the clinical 
curriculum, so that most men in general practice are not familiar 
with the newer and better methods. This book will acquaint them 
with these methods and their technique. A chapter on the history 
of ths subject shows how many methods have been used and 
abandoned and which have prevailed. It is predicted that Bier’s 
venous anesthesia is likely soon to displace other methods in major 
operations on the large joints and on the large tubular bones of 
the extremities. The commanding position attained by novocain 
among general surgeons is emphasized, and that the right of the 



